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Independence for Chuuk: Public Hearings

Information from the Political Status Commission

fiovernment structure/a new national
government: Much of the corrent governing
system of Chuuk Staie can readily be adopted
by a new Chuuk National Government,
Execulive, legislative and judicial branches
will be formed, based on existing bodies with
some exceptions, The Commissicn, for
example, has considered whether a 2-house
(bi-cameral) legislature will be necessary at
all. Some prefer a single legislative house.
This is a matler fo be decided by the peaple.
One new department will be essentiak the
Chuuk Department of Foreign Affairs. Most
imporiant is the fact that none of the new
national bodies will be responsible in any
way to ouiside authorities. Each branch will
report only to our people.

Financing/supporting our new siatus of

independence; Nobody has proposed that
independence will be easy. However, life
under US-FSM rule has iurned oui to be
disastrous for our infrasiructure, for our
health, for our island environmeni, for our
walers. We must be willing to work and pay
for a betier future {or our children. It will be
time to take a new, hard, and clear lock at
how we do business, what we produce, how
we regulate commerce, how we tax, how we
use fereign assistance,

Local business sector: Our greatest need
among small businesses here may be
management and accounfing skills,  Our
people will show what they want through
their purchases: the power of the
markeiplace. Al the same fime, without a
clear picture of income and profils, any new
national government will be in the dark with
regard io possible revenue.  Review and
revision fo the iax codes of Chuuk are
esseniial to make sure that all have a fair
chance al the market. Oppressive faxation
can crush any size enterprise, but without
regulation and revenue, no government can
ever provide any services for our people. In
addllion to improved regulation, any new
national government should assist in new
ventures as yet not strong enough in Chuuk.,

Jor a Free and Independent Republic of Chuuk

For example, the new ecology tourism
market (“eco-tomrism®}:  thousands of
iravelers who are {rying to totally escape
civilization and immerse themselves in the
natural world. While the diving industry
here presents some of this, we can show off
tropical jungles, mountainous islands and
remole  beaches. Ancther  relatively
undeveloped area of commerce s that of joint
forgign-local enferprises.  These have
proven exiremely beneficial to the people of
Belau since the 1980s, whe enter in fo such
businesses with Taiwanese firms and make
efficient use of fax revenues for infra-
structure development. New direct foreign
relations under independence will provide
profitable commercial partnerships using the
most advanced business methods

Improving production in adriculture and
mariculivre: There is reom in Chuuk fo
diversify our agriculture. Crops which now
see only Hmited production [small bananas or
pineapple for example] can be grown
"plantation style” {on a larger scale] with the
aim of local sale as well as export. Once we
have established direc! relations with ciher
nations, we can develop agricultural
exchande programs and dain the most
successful growing methods for marketable
produce.  The same holds true for fishing.
MNew fishing technologies are in use by fleels
from developed Pacific countries. With
national status, we can directly enter into
treaties beneficial to our fishing indusiry,

New channels of foreidn assistance:
Independence will bring cur new freedom to
establish relalions with whaiever nation we
choose. Ne longer will aid and development
funding be filtered through the FSM or need
approval from the US. Inferior or State
Departmenis. The herizon is broad for new
positive relationships with neighboring
couniries, all  Pacific Rim nations and
wherever pur sovereign diplomacy can fake
us. We can look beyend Japan and the S,
to Australia, Taiwan, China and farther.

The pecple of Chuuk must have the same
right fo  access development assistance that
all other small island states enjoy.
Throughout the 20th and now into the 2ist
century, we have been denied full respec! as
a people, as & culture, as a society, as a nation.
As a free country, our new diplomatic corps
will he welcomed as equals, not former

colonized subjects.

Continuation of U5, Ald: We must expect
that the US., as_ our former rulers, will
continue their moral obligation fo fund our
progress toward a self-sufficient fulure. After
all, the U.S,, with its paternalisfic approach to
Micronesia over the generations, has kept us
on the slowest frack 1o independence which
they could devise, They have us in an
arrangement now which has us desperately
concerned, anficipating just what our future
will be with the steadily declining Compact
funds and full culoff just a few years away.

If the sheer suffering and hasic denials our
people undergo each day of their lives were
not enough, then this dark threai of US.
bureaucrals has surely and finally awakened
us to the course we should have taken in the
late 1940s. Then, the great push foward self-
determination by peoples of Asia, Africa,
Latin America and the Pacific was kept from
our learning processes by  careful
manipulation of our educational systems,
emanafing from Washinglon and the TTP,

Ultimately, the US must face the reality
they have pretended fo want for us for so
long: true, sovereign national independence.
From cur new position as a nation, we must
make clear in discussisns and negotiations
with U.S. offidals that we fully expeci their
continuation of Compact funding for Chuuk as
per Compact provisions.

New international relations: Chuuk is
well-situated to  expand its diplomatic
horizons to regions of the world long out of
our experience, With broader inlernational
contacis our people can reach their full
potential as world citizens. Over the years,
we have dained much from our relationship
with the US. Qur ties fo Hawaii are
significant, and some of us have enjoyed the
beauty, the cities and the economic and
educational opportunities of California and
the Pacific Northwesl. But Chuuk can no
longer be limited (o these regions, this
relationship. There are great universities in
China, Japan, and other areas, not only the
HAS There are great employment
opperiunities in developed nations of Asia
and Europe as well. There is great technical
fraining fo be had in Southeast Asia, even
South America, not enly in California.

We must liff ourselves out of the narrow
outlooks we have held for our futures. Dur
education, our training, our views of the
future have limited vs, They have resulted in
no real progress for most of our people, no
modern development for most of our islands,
no real confidence that we can rule ourselves.
Only from a basis of a true national identity
can we hreak oul of the grasp of this semi-
colonial history which shapes our thinking
and thus our state of underdevelopment. We
are a nation. We may not be recognized on
paper as such yet, but we are a nation. It is

time to formally declare this fact,
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Historic background: History has nof been
kind lo the islands and pecple of Chuuk. For
denerations, layer after layer of authority
over us has kep! Chuuk on the outside,
walching the rest of the Pacific develop and
make progress. Whether under foreign
power or native Micronesian political
arrangement, Chuuk has consistently been
the last in line for meodern development
The regional {federation of states has failed uvs,
Bedlining U.S. assistance under two Compacts
shows we are heing abandoned by that
superpower, We must make sur own future
without outside meddling. The first step
foward that future is the creation of an
indegendent Chuuk, a full-fledged, duly
recognized, internalionally respected nation.

What is the CSPSC? The Political Status
Commission was creafed by the Chuuk State
Legislature to study and identify which of
various possible political arrangements would
free our people from the limilations of
econoinic underdevelopment. The findings of
this legislative commission have now been
made clear; Chuuk musi become an
independent nation.

Statement by Kachuotosy Paulus, Chairman

of Chuuk Status Commission:
Hello to my fellow citizens, After much research
and work foward g hetter Chuuk, your Commission
has made the decision io premote the goal of
complete independence for our islunds, We are
now eniering an imporfant time of personal
conlacl with our pegple in public meefings io
explain this new direction for Chuok. We will be
urging your pﬂrfmpmon, your discussion, your
vole for mdependence in a future plebiscite. Only
if we gain the energy and the will of ihe people
will we win nationhood,

The outlook for independence; As small
island nations around the world have shown,
the first slep toward true and just economic
and social development is to secure national
liberation frem oufside forces, whether
foreidn governments or foreign commercial
powers. The most viahle, the most practical,
the most healthful and the mest peaceful
future for any people sits on a foundation of
national Independence. Large and small
nations  show this;  internatienal
organizations recognize this; it is time for our
people o join this process, Chuuk must no
londer be cuiside looking in, bul must join the
communily of natiens as a {full member.

Current conditions makingd independence
necessary:  The people of Chuuk are
consistently denied the fundamental benefits
of nationhood. Dur citizens, living, working
and siruggling day-to-day within or outside
our lagoon face harsh and backward
conditions in every secior of activity.

Dur old infrastructure:  Inferior sewers,
impassable roads, unreliable electric power,
unhealthy water, primitive transportation,
poor construcilion, ruined and
buildings. Seventy years of post-World War
I 'development” under oufside contrpl has
defivered this. We must take over the
manadgement of sur entire infrastructure.

Dur polluted environment: Land and
ground water, lagoon and reef, harbor and
storage tanks are all heavily affected by
unregulated usage and commerce with no
concern for the people, no respect for life,
National status for Chuuk will bring scientific
interchanges with other island nations who
are solving danderous environmental issues.

DOur inadeguate health system: Even with
skilled professionals, health services cannot
be delivered properly with facilities which
are now worse than ever, Independence can
bring a pational medical system with access
1o modern health care for all.

Our poor educational system: Chuuk
schools continue to produce only a {ortunate
few with wuniversity skills or productive
trades. Our teachers, poorly paid, do their
best but must be provided with modern and
sufficient supplies, eguipment and facilities.
Birect nation-to- nation relations will move us
toward advanced technolody and education.

Recap of Uommission efforte: The [SPSC
was crealed by the Chuuk State Legislature
and was given the responsibility of
recommending back io the USL the best
political path io follow in order to lift Chuuk
aut of the miseries of underdevelopment.

Organization: Ufficers of the Commission
were selected, research commifiees formed,
limetables developed, consullanis hired. A
broad plan to involve all Chuukese in a siatus

plebiscife was developed.
The Independence Resolution: After
investigation, research, dehate, and

exiensive meelings, the Commission agreed
that the only practical way out of the
stagnalion of the current political system
would be to declare Chuuk a severeign nation,
linked o no outside authority. Commission
Recolution #01-14, passed in February, urged
a proclamation of independence, hearings,
and a public vote on the issue.

Public involvement: With independence as
the choice, political education outreach was
planned for all Chuukese populations, within
Chuuk and living abroad. The final goal: a
high participation vote {plebiscite] in support
of immediate national independence.

Political education materisls; The CSPSC
produced the first Beyond the (ompact full-
color newsletter infroducing the Commission
and its responsibilities and goals, Next, this
newsletter was revised and updated with a
second edition including pro-independence
statements, Thousands of the second
newsletter were printed and distributed
through Commission members and officials,
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A third document was printed and circulated
coniaining strong and therough staiements
by Chairman Paulus and Speaker Oneisom.
Yet another newsletter of information is to be
developed for political outreach {eo all
Chuukese here and abroad, fo be sent
thrﬂugh {SPSC political education {eams.

Sengte Presid
Governing on our awn: Despite steady

progress foward full self-government
throughout smaller nations, including Pacific
island groups, Chuuk has never experienced
the full bemefit of actual self-rule. Every
budget, every fiscal act, every regulation,
every program, every commercial activily,
every foreign confact, every aspect of civil
{and militery) life is somehow dependent on
approval from ‘“higher® authorily, whether
the US, or the FSM. In many eases, the
Chuuk government must obiain authorization
from both of these dovernmenis situated
outside our islands. The process can fake
years but our needs are immediafe,”
Whalever word one uses for "authorization”
(permission, approval, oversight eic), the
artual situation of Chuok is ope of
subservience or chedience or submission to a
*higher" outside authority. In finally rejeciing
such relationships, we will face new political
realities, but from a position of aulonomy.

Transition peried/diplomacy with the U.S,:
When this crucial time arrives, key paris of
our long-standing relationship with the U.S.
willcome up for nedofiation. Under the
Compacis, we have had righis which have
proven beneficial to many Chuukese. Among
these are: passport recognifion, enabling
travel throughoui the U.S, and opportunities
io reside, study and work within (hat
country. Independence does nol mean an
automatic end to such privileges.

In fact, one of the first dutles of any
iransition governmen{ will be fo enter inio
diplomatic talks with U.S. officials regarding
these matfars, Some Commissioners want
duzl citizenship with the US., a matter o be
decided by the people of Chuuk. U.S. officials
always maintain that their Compacis with us
are designed to promete democracy,
development and self-government. Surely we
can expect (and should demand) they will
assist in gduiding us inte an independent
future by continuing such country-lo-countiry
priviledes in some form,
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Free Association? What's So Free About It?

Speaker Oneisom on Amended Compact realities:
he calls for justice, a re-examination of U.S. role,
and complete fulfillment of U.S. treaty obligations

The governments of the US. and the
ederated States of Micronesta have maintained
n alliance since 1986, when they established a
pecial relationship by mutual agreement; that
greement was subjed to substantial changes and

wholesale renegotation that look effect in
004. The details of that refationship are found
o the documents of the Compact of Free
issociation. A superficial reading of those
ocuments shows that we are now entering the
inal decade of that relationship, one tha is
upposedly based on providing mutval benefits
or both sides.

Like all relationships, we have had our
hare of problems, and we have gone tbrough
hallenges that call for changes by both sides.
¥ithout doubt, more changes are coming, These
banges mus! be addressed by both parties with
lue diligence and in a forum that is facilitated by
ollaboration, wisdom, and respect for each other.
Anything less is a farce and violates the spirit of
he Compact of Free Association,

But farces are sometimes a reality when trying
o maintain a spedal relationship, and the latest
if these is demonstrated by the actions of the late
lonorable Daniel [nouye of Hawaii as he chaired
he Senate Appropriations Committee and tried (g
iar citizens of the FSH from freely entering the
Jnited States,

Free enfry into the United States for citizens
»f the FSM is one of the major considerations
‘or the Compact. Absen! thatl provision, wha
would the US, offer Micronesians that would
:ntice us lo bargain away (he control of our
neager land masses and the bountiful waters that
surround us? The first Micronesian negotiators
tmew thal we were not In a strong position,
»specially in comparison with a super-power like
‘he Uniled States, but they knew that our land
and water resources were Invaluable. These
resources are invaluable lo us: they provide us
with our very lives. These resources are
invaluable to the U.S, whose unwavering goal is
to defend its interest throughout the world A
guaranleed foothold in the Pacific is essential to
that goal. Since the beginning of the Compact
era our invaluable resources have been at the
tisposal of the U.S. government: under the
Compact terms, the U.S. can, if it deems necessary,
take up the exclusive use our lands and water for
its defense.

In return, Micronesians were guaranteed a
tlow of financial assistance and rights for FSM
citizens that put them somewhat on par with
U.S. citizens, Was this a sweet deal? The area of
the three FAS nations whe are signatories (o the
Compacts exterds from the Republic of Belau [ar
in the western Pacific, to e four states of the
FSH in the centrdl Pacific, to the Republic of the
Marshall Islands in the easl, Covering thousands
of miles from west lo east, that is an immense
chunk of the vast Pacific Ocean for the US. (g
have “friendly natians' as its allies. willing to let

the American forces use whal litile we have.
What wrar In tha mindead «f tho oarly

. Degotiators, especially on the United States’
.side? Surely they knew the situations faced by

" the inhabitants of these remote islands, Surely

they knew the disproportionate bargaining power

" between the parties. Did we arrive at a mutually

beneficial special relationship, or was it a big
win for the big guys at the expense of the
disadvantaged?

As a citizen of the FSM, one of those FAS
nations, [ can't help but feel we were cheated.
~¥e gave up our most important assets, but we
have not been given what we were promised.
The flnancial support continues to dwindle,
Rights negotiated in the Compact are negated
without compensation, citing overriding
concerns about ferrorism or whatever is the
cause of the day. When Senator Inouye
demanded that our right to freely enter the US.
be taken away, did he offer to give back our
absolute control over our lands and waters?
What has become of the mutual benefit? If you
agree on a Compact of Free Association, isp't
fairmess implied?

Yes, the Uniled States has attracted (he
aflention of some heinous criminals, who are
inten! on waging war. We can easily understand
that the U.S. is greatly concerned. But not every
nation that is not 'American’ is against the U.S.
In facL the FAS nations have always sided wilh
the U.S. At the United Nations, our ally, the U.S.,
can always count on supporting votes from us.
Globally. men and women of the FAS nations are
at the forefront ol US. actions, promoting and
maintaining peace as they serve and die
alongside U.S. servicemen and servicewomen as
members the US. Armed Forces. We are not
terrorists.

According to testimony before the U.S. House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on
Asia, the Pacific, and the Global Environment, the
Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs, Mr. Kurt Campbell, stated that citizens of
the FAS pations "volunteer to serve in the U.S,
military at a rate higher than in any individual
U.S. state.”

Whenever and wherever FAS citizens live in
the United States or ils territories, they contribute
to the local economy; they work at real jobs, often
jobs that Americans don't want; they pay taxes:
they buy local goods and service [rom local
businesses. Vet al times, Micronesians are
lreated like invaders, as if our presence in the
U.S. is illegal. The American Enterprise Institule
scholar, Mr. Ben Watlenberg, put it this way:
"How many invaders compete to mow the lawns
and clean dishes of those they have invaded?’

How can it be that we Micronesians give up our
mosl precious resources, volunteer lo serve in the
U.S. military, integrate ourselves and our familjes
inte U.S, communities, and suppor! the U.S. in jts
diplomalic actions, and yel we are treated like
terrorists? Is there any justification for trying to
place Micronesians under the watchful eye of the
Department of Homeland Security, as was *played
ant’ hv Senatar Innuve's renminittpa?

House Speaker
Innocente Qneisom
Member, CSPSC

My impression is that the United States
changes the rules in the middle of the game,
while the FSM maintains the integrity of ils
commitments, The time has come for the FSM to
carefully examine what the US, plans with
redard to its commitment,

Throughout the First Compact and info the
Second, the U.S, has reneged on it promises and
duties as originally agreed upon, We negotiated
the rights for citizens of the FSM to enter the U.S.
without passports, eligibility for Medicare, use of
the U.S. Postal services, eligibility for FEMA
assistance, rights to participate in some federally-
funded education programs, and others, The
United States has backed away from its
responsibilities, always citing some overriding
consideration. The FSM has kept its promises.

For many years, the Territory of Guam has
screamed louder than the rest, "Give us more
moneyl Now, Guam has acquired some
supporters, including Senator Inouye and others
in Washinglon, D.C, But truly, how much
Compact Impact funding would satisfy Guam and
others? What is the real impact on the affected
territories and stales? Could we have a study by
an independent party to provide a true and
accurate picture?

This much is known. Under the Compact,
$430 million is dishursed annually among Guam,
the Northern Mariana Islands, the State of
Hawaii, and others. Guam receives nearly half of
that amount, and its debt 1o the U.S, (estimated a!
$150 million) was forgiven. | believe that the
Territory of Guam has definitely benefitted from
the arrangement. Not all of us have done so well.

The Compact of Free Assoclation is a done
deal - twice already, Vet, even after the ink
has dried, the U.S, makes changes, some of
them substantial changes. Most of the changes
remove benefits negotiated for the FAS nations,
without reducing the burden of those nafions,
Nao, it is not fair.

But this is not a marriage. Unlike matrimonial
vows, lhe promises made under the Free
Associalion are not permanent. Those promises
are conditional and subject to change, This is a
special relationship, and like in marriage,
changes must be addressed through in-depth
consultation. respectful discussion, and an
agreement through mutval understanding, We
should not allow pressures from peers and
relatives, and like with a marriage, when those
occur, we should examine their intentions. If
both parties are not willing to work this out,
then the relationship is no Jonger special, no

Trrdnm falm and ma lommae oo
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- Kachutosy Paulus: Full Independence

Necessary for Modernization of Chuuk
Chairman says U.S. and FSM have held Chuuk back

Realistically, we have nowhere to go but up.
Many of our roads and buildings are in ruins.
Our waler and power systems conlinue their
unreliability and failures. Our communications
are [ar behind whal modern technology offers to
the rest of the world. The health system has nat
gained the conlidence of our people, and their
health has suffered therefore.  Despile some

- ~excellent doctors and committed nurses, we have

not built the public knowledge of prevention as

#. the best curc. We should all be concerned about

Kachutosy O. Paulus on one of his
morning trips to markets on Weno

To all my fellow Chuukese, at home and
abroad: | want to wish you the best for the year
ahead. Not just the best of luck, but the best
schools, the best roads, the best local businesses,
the best health system, the best food and fishing.
and, so importan! for all the above, the best
government of, by and for our people.

Now it is clear that 'wishing’ for something
does not make {1 happen. Dreaming of a healthy
future for our islands does not show us the clear
path 1o sensible and fair development. For foo
long, we have listened o the promises of foreign
and local politicians alike. We have seen our
riches wasled, our programs poorly run, our
promised funding reduced, our islands polluted.

Many of you have known me over the years,
through the post-World War 2 era, through the
Trust Territory conlrol, through the times of the
first Compact. You know that [ have devoted most
of my life to aclivities aimed al building our
islands into a strong and healthy place. 1felt that
much could be done if | concentrated my work

toward development in my home lagoon islands
of Faichuk. I fell, perhaps too strongly, that if
Faichuk could be modernized, it would serve as an
example to all of Chuuk.

Of course, we all know what happened lo most
of the Faichuk developmen! projects. They were
either dismissed by the US. authorities as
"impractical,” or vetoed by our FSM Government
as too idealistic, too self-centered, too selfish. The
outcome: Faichuk bas no! progressed. But of
course, neither have the rest of our beautiful
Lagoon and ouler island groups.

This Is not the time for blame or bitterness,
however. This is the lime, as the new century
rolls on. for all Chuukese to bring in a new age, a
new way. a !ruly independen! pation of Chuuk,
involving all 80,000 or 90,000 of us. (Yes, even
the U.S. State Department admits these figures).

the poor condition of our old and only hospital,

I will not blame our people for their plight.
Yet we have lo recognize our own part in what
Chuuk has become. | have heard our islands
referred to (by US. university types) as the
‘ghetto of the Pacific,” a placc where poverly
rules, where social services are barely provided,
where diel is poor, where educalion is only seen
as a means of escaping our homeland, not as a
means fo building @ modern and productive
society right here where we were born.

So now, here we are in 2014. Since | am older
than many of you, lel me say that things in
Chuuk are not really better than 40 years ago, or
even B0 years ago as the Japanese military was
driven [rom our shores. Let us not forget thal,
40 years after they left, the new power here, the
U.S.. had still not offered the basis of modern
health for our people. Cholera, a deadly discasc
rarely seen outside of the most miserable living
conditions in the world, struck us in the 1980s,

The political typhoon which lollowed was
largely US. administrators trying to cover up
what they had brought on with their own
supervisory neglect of our infrastructure. Chuuk
made nalional news in the US. as the US.
Congress addressed the issue by throwing money
to us. If any of you want to know what conditions
brought on that disease, simply look around
yourselves:  [looded roads, broken sewage
systems, weak public health facilities, insufficient
health education, often careless [ood handling
and hygiene. We are still risking major disease.

Is there any way out of this situation? Did
carly missionaries show the way? Did foreign
religious orders pull us up? Did the occupation by
Japan serve our people? Did the U.S. liberators
actually fully liberate us? Did their various
arrangements for island rule take us into a
modern life? And our federation with neighbor
island groups (the ‘solution” sponsored in large
part by the US.J; has this federation produced
fair commercial and social oulcomes for Chuuk?

I would answer NO fo all but the first. [ will
stafe thal, YLS, there is a way out. We must
declare our independence, not only of the current
political arrangements, but of the past itsell, of
the obstructions which have held us back. We
have o recognize that for any nation 1o
modernize for lhe benefit of the people, far it to
rise to the social and economic levels of more
developed countries, that nation must act

independently, [ree of outside control.  As long
as foreign, or semi-colonial, or oulside rule of any
nature continues, ‘modernization” is really just a
way lo exlend power over people and resources,
What is "modernized® is the [low of wealth out of
the country. Actual wars of independence have
been fought to end such econemic injustices,

We are not so confined here. We can quite
peacefully end our current relationships with
vutside powers, whether in Pohnpei or
Washington. Nor do we have to give up what has
been cextended in exchange for our ‘strategic
denial” of other non-U.S. superpawers. We know
the processes ol working in and studying in the
U5, have proven uselul, especially for the
families strong enough to take part, Ye! we have
to recognize that US. universities are not the
only great schools ol Pacific Rim nations, and
workplaces such as Hawaii and the West Coast of
the US. do not offer the only productive
employment for Chuukese. All of devcloped Asia
can egqually provide greal education, great
employment, great opportunities for our people.
Many of our youth are lacing discrimination and
violence right now in urban and rural Hawaii.
This must end, and with independence it will.

With independence, with a new Republic of
Chuuk, our islands can once again be
productive, peaceful and beautiful, The
possibilities are there. because withou! outside
interference [rom the US. or the FSM, we will be
able to enter into projects of our own choosing.
Perhaps solar energy or tidal power gencration
(instead of ancient diesel), perhaps undersca
cables (instead of unaffordable Telecom charges),
perhaps modern “eco-tourisin” [instead of isolaled
visits by divers only). We will be [ree 1o develop
Chuuk as we see fit.

So it is time to move, lo welcome change, to
gel ready to work together as never before, We
can have a Republic. we can have a Chuuk
National Ledislature, we can even have a Prime
Minister or President, like so many of our fellow
small nations of the world. Why should Chuuk be
left out of direct UN. membership? Why should
Chuuk be kept from negotiating (rade with
whalever nation we choose? Why should Chuuk
be kept in this semi-colonial stalus, begging for
assistance through an intermediate power,
subjected to two levels of oulside interference?

We must not fear independence. We must
take on the challenge for our children and our
grandchildren. Le! them enjoy the fruits of a
modern Chuuk, instead of becoming anxjous lo
icave difficult conditions and rejecting their own
heritage. We must have a Republic of Chuuk!
With our determined efforts, we shall.

Kinisou Chapur, Kach

Mr. Paulus is Chairman of the Chuuk State
Political Status Commission, created by
and reporting to the Chuuk Legislature.



